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Reading at Sacred Heart
Friday 25th September 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
The National Curriculum (2014) for English states that “reading widely and often opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious minds.”. Learning to read is one of the most important things your child will learn at our school. Everything else depends on it, so we put as much energy as we possibly can into making sure that every single child learns to read as quickly as possible. We want your child to love reading – and to want to read for themselves. This is why we work hard to make sure children develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read.
The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:

( read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

( develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 

( acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language (use in everyday communication) 

( appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

As you are aware, we have spent the first few weeks of the term settling the children in, focusing on our Rediscovery Curriculum and assessing each pupil individually. As a result of continuous reading assessment, each child has been allocated a book band related to their phonics, reading and comprehension ability. This book band may be different to where they were last year or you may find that your child has read the book before. 
Sometimes your child might bring home a picture book that they know well or that they can read confidently. It might be easy to think or say, ‘This is too easy.’. Instead, encourage your child to tell you the story out loud; ask them questions about the story (often they have questions in the back of the book to ask), ask them what they think about some of the characters in the story. Make reading fun!  Remember to keep reading to your child. They will come across far more adventurous words than they will in their early reading books. You will be helping them to grow a vast vocabulary and understand the meaning of different stories etc.  It will also encourage them to love books and want to read more! 

EYFS and KS1 reading

Books will be changed on Monday and Thursday only. It is essential that children are read with each day. For these younger children, we recommend the following cycle:

Night 1 - Read the book to your child – record this in their diaries

Night 2 - Read the book with​ your child – record this in their diaries

Night 3 - Child reads the book and questions/discussion – record this in their diaries

Further guidance can be found on our English page on our website: https://www.sacredheart.merton.sch.uk/english-3/ 

Books will only be changed on a Monday and Thursday. Children may move to the next book band up when teachers have assessed that they are ready. They do not have to read every single book or they may need to recap some books. We assess not only how easily a child can read but their understanding of what they have read – this is why the questions and discussions around a text are so important. Children continue to be assessed formally and informally on a day-to-day basis. 
Children in EYFS/KS1 are also free to borrow and change books from the class library. (NB: The school library is currently closed). Please continue to supplement their reading with books from the class library or books at home or online.   

KS2 and Free Readers

Many children in KS2 will continue to read banded books. These books will be changed once a week. It is still essential for children to read daily and discuss the text and their understanding with an adult. This should be recorded in their diaries each day. Questions are often found in the books. Further guidance can be found on our English page on our website: https://www.sacredheart.merton.sch.uk/english-3/ 

Books will only be changed once a week. Children may move to the next book band up when teachers have assessed that they are ready. They do not have to read every single book or they may need to recap some books. We assess not only how easily a child can read but their understanding of what they have read – this is why the questions and discussions around a text are so important. Children continue to be assessed formally and informally on a day-to-day basis. 

Some pupils in KS2 have moved on from reading banded books and a ‘Free Readers’, this means that they are able to self – select books from school to read. 
Children in KS2 are also free to self-select and borrow books from the class library. (NB: The school library is currently closed due to Covid 19 protective measures). Please continue to supplement their reading with books from the class library or books at home or online. 
Oxford Owl

Oxford Owl is a free eBook library! The service is free but you need to register using a personal email address. Once you have registered, you have access to free books to read online from a variety of brands including Oxford Reading Tree, Read Write Inc. and Project X Alien Adventures. There are also extra resources to help English and maths too!
Please click on this link and register to access free books. https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr Seuss
Thank you in advance for the continued support. Happy reading!

Best regards, 

Siobhán Heffron
Deputy Headteacher
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